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Clarice. They fled first to Bologna, and thence to Venice,
where they obtained a tempoiary asylum. Pietro's ignoble
second cousins, Lorenzo and Giovanni, were not included in
the decree of banishment They gained immunity for them-
selves by abandoning for a time (to their permanent dis-
credit) the name of Medici, and taking instead the name of
"Popolano," erasing the family arms from the outside of their
palace.

Sixty years had passed since the Medici had last been
cast out with ignominy from Florence. They were now for
the second time to suffer the hardships of exile. The sentence
passed against them furnished an example of how evanescent
is popular favour and the memory of public benefits. All the
deliverance of his countrymen from unjust taxation and the
tyranny of the nobles effected by Giovanni di Bicci, all the
"unwearied generosity" of thirty years which had won for
Cosimo the title of "Father of his country," all the prosperity
of Florence wrought by Lorenzo, were forgotten as com-
pletely as though they had never been. And the edifice founded
by Giovanni di Bicci, gradually built up by Cosimo, strength-
ened by the qualities of Piero, and perfected by the ability
of Lorenzo, fell in ruins. The Medici were back again at the
point they had occupied before Giovanni di Bicci began to
lay the foundations of the family greatness; but with the
additional obstacle to their ascending the ladder again, that
now, by the combined effect of Pietro's failure to follow the
line of conduct laid down by his father, and the disaffection
stirred up by his cousins, their popularity was gone, and the
citizens were determined to keep them out of Florence for
the future.

This second banishment meant the entire ruin which had
been aimed at, but not achieved, in the first. The change in
their circumstances was most complete; the numerous activi-
ties of public life, which for four generations had become the
accustomed occupations of this family, their patronage of